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EDITORIAL

The role of the World Psychiatric Association in
facilitating development of psychiatric publications
from low- and middle-income countries

Amajor issue for the discipline of Psychiatry is the paucity
of credible psychiatric publications from low- and middle-
income countries (LAMIC). The vast majority of psychiatry
publications emanate from developed countries. This ren-
ders the developing world underserviced and potentially
subordinate to the developed world’s agenda and priori-
ties. This has been recognized and subjected to formal
study, which established the so called 5/95 gap,' whereby
95% of indexed journals emanate from the developed
world. Such research arose from a task force appointed
by the Publications program within the World Psychiatric
Association (WPA), itself inspired by research from the
World Health Organization (led by Shekhar Saxena) that
established the “10/90 divide” in publication of research
articles.' Subsequent to this research, a decision was
taken to actively facilitate development of psychiatric
journals from low and middle income countries with the
intention of enhancing their potential for indexation
in major databases.?To this end, a series of workshops
were held at various WPA meetings.3>* At the 15% World
Congress of Psychiatry held in Buenos Aires (September
2011), the third workshop in this series was hosted by
the WPA Publications program?®“ with the purpose - in this
instance - of evaluating and providing guidance to South
American psychiatric journals with potential for indexing
in databases, such as Medline and the Web of Science’*
(formerly the Institute for Scientific Information®).
Previous workshops involved journals from Europe, Africa
and Asia®“ - several of which subsequently achieved index-
ation in either Medline or WoS or both (African Journal
of Psychiatry - South Africa; Indian Journal of Psychiatry
- India; The East Asian Archives of Psychiatry - Hong Kong;
Klinik Pskofarmakoloji Bulteni - Turkey).

Most recent research has established the existence of
some 235 publications related to psychiatry, which are in-
dexed in either Medline or the WoS.% The number of indexed
psychiatry journals from low- and middle-income countries
(LAMIC) has certainly increased (e.g., from 9 of 222 in 2007
to 13 of 235 in 2009),? with a number of these publications
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having participated in the WPA facilitated workshops.
However, despite the increase in nhumber, the percentage of
LAMIC indexed publications relative to the total number
of indexed publications has not changed significantly and
remains at just over 5%.% Indexation would appear to be a
proxy for quality, and there is an existing hegemony of data-
bases that confer this. However, the emergence of develop-
ing world scientific databases such as SciElO (www.scielo.br/
rbp) - which whilst Brazilian in origin increasingly extends
beyond Brazil into South America together with potential
partnerships in Africa (specifically South Africa) - portends
the creation of databases that without sacrificing quality
will be more orientated towards the developing world. The
fact that only about 20% of all psychiatric publications ap-
pear in the major databases® with approximately only 5%
originating from the developing world? does not diminish
the significance of the non-indexed publications. These
publications have undoubtedly the potential to contribute
to the discipline at a local level. Whether if such contribu-
tion can be meaningful without indexation remains to be
understood. Intuitively, one may not surmise and if indeed
so - this would require remediation, not simply to attain
indexation, but ultimately to meet the minimum standards
required for credibility and thus utility. In this regard, the
workshops facilitated by the WPA Publications program task
force have demonstrated a measure of success, not only to
the participant journals that have subsequently achieved
indexation, but also in providing a forum for supporting
editors who have a true passion and commitment to support
the dissemination of local content - usually with very limited
resources and without formal training or assistance. With a
global agenda for the discipline of Psychiatry, the WPA and
other international organisations have an important role
to play in actively facilitating a process that appears to
represent a relatively inexpensive way of enhancing patient
outcomes - healthy, vibrant and credible local publications.
A start has been made, and one would hope that what has
been achieved to date will serve as a basis for further de-
velopment of the initiative.



Psychosis continuum and neurocognition in bipolar disorder

13

Christopher Paul Szabo,' Jair de Jesus Mari,?
Christian Kieling,® Helen Herrman*

' Division of Psychiatry, Faculty of Health Sciences,
University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa
2 Department of Psychiatry,

Universidade Federal de Sao Paulo, Brazil

3 Department of Psychiatry,

Hospital de Clinicas de Porto Alegre,
Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil
4 Centre for Youth Mental Health,

University of Melbourne, Australia

Disclosures

Christopher Paul Szabo
Employment: University of the Witwatersrand, Division of Psychiatry,
Faculty of Health Sciences, Johannesburg, South Africa.
Jair de Jesus Mari
Employment: Universidade Federal de SGo Paulo (UNIFESP), Brazil.
Research grant: Fundacdo de Amparo a Pesquisa do Estado de Sdo Paulo
(FAPESP)**; Conselho Nacional de Desenvolvimento Cientifico e Tecnologico
(CNPq)**. Speaker’s honoraria: AstraZeneca*; Eli-Lilly*; Janssen*.
Christian Kieling
Employment: Hospital das Clinicas de Porto Alegre (HCPA), Brazil.
Research grant: Conselho Nacional de Desenvolvimento Cientifico e
Tecnoldgico (CNPq)**. Other: Deva*, Novartis*, Shire*.
Helen Herrman
Employment: World Psychiatric Association Secretary for Publications 2008-
2011, Australia. Research grant: Australian NHMRC Practitioner Fellowship
* Modest
** Significant
*** Significant: Amounts given to the author’s institution or to a collea-
gue for research in which the author has participation, not directly to
the author.

References

1. Mari JJ, Patel V, Kieling C, Razzouk D, Tyrer P, Herrman H.
The 5/95 gap in the indexation of psychiatric journals of low-
and middle-income countries. Acta Psychiatr Scand. 2010;
121:152-6.

2. Herrman H, Kieling C, Mari JJ. Working with the World
Psychiatric Association to promote dissemination of mental
health research worldwide. Rev Bras Psiquiatr. 2010; 32(1): 4-5.

3. Mari JJ, Patel V, Kieling C, Anders M, Jakovljevi M, Lam
LCW, Lotaief F, Mendlowicz MV, Okulat G, Sathyanarayana
Rao TS, Tamam L, Tyrer P, Herrman H. The 5/95 gap on the
dissemination of mental health research: The World Psychiatric
Association (WPA) task force report on project with editors
of low and middle income (LAMI) countries. Afr J Psychiatry.
2009; 12(1):33-9.

4. Mari JJ, Szabo CP, Wu C, Lam LCW, Wang L, Midin M, Irfan M,
Kieling C, Herrman H. Promoting editorial capacity in psychiatric
journals in low and middle income countries (LAMIC). Afr J
Psychiatry. 2011; 14:60-2.

5. Kieling C, Herrman H, Patel V, Mari JJ. Indexation of psychiatric
journals from low- and middle-income countries: a survey and
a case study. World Psychiatry. 2009; 8(1):40-4.





