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ABSTRACT

Autobiographical episodic memory is the cognitive ability most impaired by healthy aging

and it has been a primary target of cognitive training studies in this population. We propose

a memory training that uses images from the participants’ past days as stimuli thus training

abilities closer to the way memory is used in the real world. Wearable cameras take hundreds

of pictures per day from a first-person perspective without user intervention and can be used

to collect personalized retrieval cues. This thesis is divided into two papers: the first describes

the development of the structure of a memory training protocol and the process of adapting

equipment and software for older adults. We developed a Memory Task program that integrates

image processing software from Dublin City University and presents the task over the course

of several weeks without the need for the researcher’s intervention. The second paper discusses

preliminary results for the autobiographical memory training protocol. A sample of 15 older

adults was divided into two groups that trained with temporal order tasks using either wearable

camera pictures (AM group) or images from a database (LM group) as stimuli. The results

showed a trend for participants in the AM group to improve more than participants in the LM

group. Moreover, the AM group improved significantly in a fluid cognition measure after

the training. This thesis presents an innovative method for training autobiographical memory

using ecologically valid stimuli that are engaging and meaningful to the participants.

Keywords: Autobiographical memory, memory training, wearable cameras



Developing a protocol with wearable

cameras for memory research with older

adults: a methodological report

Abstract

Even in healthy aging, older adults usually present cognitive deficits compared to younger

adults. Evidence indicates that episodic memory declines with aging, while semantic memory

remains stable. Research in memory aids has already demonstrated that older adults can benefit

from tools that reduce the cognitive load of initiating information retrieval. Wearable cameras

can be an alternative that is easy to use and can improve data collection and the development

of research that investigates memory for real life events. This study describes the development

stages of a memory training protocol that uses wearable cameras to stimulate autobiographical

memory. We aimed to formulate a protocol structure that would allow the participants enough

time to learn how to deal with the equipment and the tasks involved in the training. The results

showed that a protocol structure that divided the set of instructions into two sessions allowed

the participants to understand how to use the equipment correctly at home by themselves while

using automatized image processing to increase protection to the participants’ privacy. The

older adults’ response to the overall study and camera use was positive, indicating that studies

using the wearable camera can be engaging and motivating.

Keywords: Autobiographical memory; wearable cameras; methodological report; older

adults.
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Autobiographical memory training for

older adults using wearable cameras: an

exploratory study

Abstract

Evidence shows that episodic memory declines with age, which is a source of uneasiness for

older adults and their families. Recently, the interest in investigating how cognitive training

might mitigate these detrimental effects is growing, with a specific focus on how technology

might help the development of interventions that are more effective in improving older adults’

daily lives. Wearable cameras are devices that can automatically collect first-person pictures

that can be used in memory interventions. The aim of this study is to investigate the effects of

a temporal order decision task in older adults’ memory using pictures collected from wearable

cameras compared to using generic pictures from an image database. Fifteen participants were

divided in two groups and did a 4-week training at home. Results indicate that reviewing

automatically collected pictures from their personal lives might help improve temporal decision

memory for untrained events. Using contextually rich, personally significant, real life events to

train memory in a task that allows for context reconstruction might be effective in stimulating

autobiographical memory. Future research should investigate these effects in larger samples.

Keywords: Autobiographical memory; wearable cameras; memory training; older adults.
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Instructions for training: AM group
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Instructions for training: LM group
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Consent to Participate in a Research Study 

ADULT 

 

Measuring and Training Memory Using Photographs from Wearable Cameras 

 Page 1 of 5 Subject*Initials_________

DUKE UNIVERSITY HEALTH SYSTEM
Form
M0345

 

You are being asked to take part in this research study because you are a healthy adult between the ages 
of 65 and 85.  Research studies are voluntary and include only people who choose to take part.  Please 
read this consent form carefully and take your time making your decision. As you review this document, 
please ask the study personnel to explain any words or information that you do not clearly understand.  
We encourage you to talk with your family and friends before you decide to take part in this research 
study.  The nature of the study, risks, inconveniences, discomforts, and other important information 
about the study are listed below. Please inform the study staff if you are currently taking part in another 
research study. 
 
You may be enrolled in this study as a pilot subject, wherein you might be asked to complete only a 
subset of the entire protocol; we will let you know at time of enrollment which subset you will 
participate in, if applicable. Pilot subjects will be used at the beginning of the study in order to �test run� 
the various procedures in a realistic manner, and will be selected based on when in the experimental 
timeline a participant is enrolled in the study. Monetary compensation will be adjusted based on the 
number of hours participated, as described in the �Compensation� section below. 
 
FUNDING 

A grant from the National Institutes of Health (NIH) will sponsor this study.  Portions of Roberto 
Cabeza�s and his research team�s salaries will be paid by this grant. 
 
WHY IS THIS STUDY BEING DONE? 

The purpose of this study is to investigate the use of wearable cameras as a basis for measuring and 
training autobiographical memory in older adults.  
 

HOW MANY PEOPLE WILL TAKE PART IN THIS STUDY? 

Approximately 300 people will take part in this study at Duke. 
 
WHAT IS INVOLVED IN THE STUDY? 

If you agree to be in this study, you will be asked to sign and date this consent form.  Once enrolled in 
the study, you will have an initial lab visit lasting approximately 1 hour in which you will be asked to 
perform a series of cognitive tests designed to measure your mental functions. If the initial lab visit 

CONCISE SUMMARY

The purpose of this study is to determine if wearable cameras can be used to measure and train 
autobiographical memory in older adults. You will not receive direct benefit as the goal of this 
study. The duration of the study will be about 3.5 months and there is minimal risk associated with 
participation.  
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Consent to Participate in a Research Study 

ADULT 

 

Measuring and Training Memory Using Photographs from Wearable Cameras 

 Page 2 of 5 Subject*Initials_________

DUKE UNIVERSITY HEALTH SYSTEM
Form
M0345

confirms you to be eligible, you will be equipped with both a wearable camera and laptop and trained on 
how to use them. This training should last an additional 30 minutes. You will then partake in a 
familiarization period for one month in which you become familiar with the camera, tablet, and 
experimental procedure by taking them home with you and using them regularly. After you are 
familiarized a second lab visit will take place in which your memory will be tested. After your second 
lab visit, you may be instructed to do intensive memory training for an additional 2-3 months, after 
which a final lab visit, identical to the second lab visit, will take place. As noted above, if you are a pilot 
subject, you will only participate in some of these phases or do a shorter version of the complete task. 
  
HOW LONG WILL I BE IN THIS STUDY?   

This study will be conducted over the span of approximately three and a half months. You can choose to 
stop participating at any time without penalty or loss of any benefits to which you are entitled. 
 
WHAT ARE THE RISKS OF THE STUDY? 

There is a small chance that viewing photos from your own life could elicit emotions. These emotions 
are unlikely to be stronger than those you would naturally experience in real life, however you may 
contact the experimenter at any time if you are experiencing uncomfortable emotions. If you feel too 
much stress, your participation in the study will be stopped immediately and you will be put in contact 
with Duke�s Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS).  
 
Because the cameras used in this study capture the wearer�s surroundings automatically, there is a 
potential loss of privacy to persons in your immediate environment. You will be encouraged to inform 
everyone you interact with with that you are wearing a device that could capture his/her image at any 
moment.  
 
While there are no physical risks associated with this study, there is the potential risk of loss of 
confidentiality. Every effort will be made to keep your information confidential; however, this cannot be 
guaranteed. As with your personal information, confidentiality of persons captured by your camera 
cannot be guaranteed. 
 
ARE THERE BENEFITS TO TAKING PART IN THE STUDY? 

If you agree to take part in this study, there is no medical benefit to you. Although there is a chance that 
your memory performance will be improved by participation, this is in no way a guaranteed outcome. 
 
WILL MY INFORMATION BE KEPT CONFIDENTIAL? 

Participation in research involves some loss of privacy. We will do our best to make sure that 
information about you is kept confidential, but we cannot guarantee total confidentiality. Your personal 
information may be viewed by individuals involved in this research and may be seen by people 
including those collaborating, funding, and regulating the study. We will share only the minimum 
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Form
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necessary information in order to conduct the research. Your personal information may also be given out 
if required by law.  
 

The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) has issued a Certificate of Confidentiality to 
further protect your privacy.  With this Certificate, the investigators may not disclose research 
information that may identify you in any Federal, State, or local civil, criminal, administrative, 
legislative, or other proceedings, unless you have consented for this use. Research information protected 
by this Certificate cannot be disclosed to anyone else who is not connected with the research unless:   

1) there is a law that requires disclosure (such as to report child abuse or communicable 
diseases but not for legal proceedings);  

2) you have consented to the disclosure, including for your medical treatment; or  

3) the research information is used for other scientific research, as allowed by federal 
regulations protecting research subjects.  

4)  if this information is disclosed to outside reviewers for audit purposes, it may be further 
disclosed by them and may not be covered by federal privacy regulations. à 

Disclosure is required, however, for audit or program evaluation requested by the agency that is funding 
this project. 

You should understand that a Confidentiality Certificate does not prevent you or a member of your 
family from voluntarily releasing information about yourself or your involvement in this research. If you 
want your research information released to an insurer, medical care provider, or any other person not 
connected with the research, you must provide consent to allow the researchers to release it. This means 
that you and your family must also actively protect your own privacy.  
Finally, you should understand that the investigator is not prevented from taking steps, including 
reporting to authorities, to prevent serious harm to yourself or others.  
 
The study results will be retained in your research record for at least six years after the study is 
completed. While the information and data resulting from this study may be presented at scientific 
meetings or published in a scientific journal, your name or other personal information will not be 
revealed. 
 
Photos collected by the wearable cameras are to be viewed only by the research team, and will be 
deleted at the conclusion of the study. 
 
COMPENSATION 

You will be paid $15 per hour plus transportation/parking costs for your visits to this lab for a total of 30 
hours of participation. Withdrawal from the study before it is completed or participation in only part of 
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the experiment as a pilot subject will result in compensation only for the number of hours participated, 
as a percentage of the total amount. 
 

WHAT ABOUT RESEARCH RELATED INJURIES? 

Immediate necessary medical care is available at Duke University Medical Center in the event that you 
are injured as a result of your participation in this research study. However, there is no commitment by 
Duke University, Duke University Health System, Inc., or your Duke physicians to provide monetary 
compensation or free medical care to you in the event of a study-related injury. For questions about the 
study or research-related injury, contact Roberto Cabeza at (919) 668 - 2299 during regular business 
hours. 
 
WHAT ABOUT MY RIGHTS TO DECLINE PARTICIPATION OR WITHDRAW FROM THE 

STUDY? 

You may choose not to be in the study, or, if you agree to be in the study, you may withdraw from the 
study at any time. If you withdraw from the study, no new data about you will be collected for study 
purposes other than data needed to keep track of your withdrawal.  
 
If you do decide to withdraw, we ask that you contact Dr. Cabeza in writing and let him know that you 
are withdrawing from the study. His mailing address is:  
 
Cabeza Lab, Center for Cognitive Neuroscience 
Duke University LSRC Bldg Rm B254, Box 90999 
Durham, NC 27708. 
 
WHOM DO I CALL IF I HAVE QUESTIONS OR PROBLEMS? 

For questions about the study or a research-related injury, contact Roberto Cabeza at (919) 668 - 2299 

during regular business hours.  
 
For questions about your rights as a research participant, or to discuss problems, concerns or suggestions 
related to the research, or to obtain information or offer input about the research, contact the Duke 
University Health System Institutional Review Board (IRB) Office at (919) 668-5111. 
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STATEMENT OF CONSENT 

"The purpose of this study, procedures to be followed, risks and benefits have been explained to me. I 
have been allowed to ask questions, and my questions have been answered to my satisfaction. I have 
been told whom to contact if I have questions, to discuss problems, concerns, or suggestions related to 
the research, or to obtain information or offer input about the research. I have read this consent form and 
agree to be in this study, with the understanding that I may withdraw at any time.  I have been told that I 
will be given a signed and dated copy of this consent form." 
 
__________________________________________  ___________     ____________ 
Signature of Subject       Date     Time 
 
__________________________________________  ___________     ____________ 
Signature of Person Obtaining Consent    Date     Time 
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DUHS INSTITUTIONAL REVIEW BOARD NOTIFICATION OF AMENDMENT APPROVAL

 

Protocol ID: Pro00100512
Reference ID: Pro00100512-AMD-6.0
Principal Investigator: Cabeza, Roberto
Protocol Title: Measuring and Training Memory Using Photographs from Wearable Cameras
Sponsor/Funding Source(s): National Institutes of Health (NIH)

 

The Duke University Health System Institutional Review Board for Clinical Investigations has conducted the following 
activity on the study cited above:
Activity:   Amendment                                         Review Type:   Expedited
Review Date:  06/23/2022
Issue Date:  June 23, 2022
Expiration Date:  01/01/2100
 

DUHS IRB approval encompasses the following specific components of the study:
Protocol, version/date: 
DUHS IRB Application version: v1.14
Consent form reference date: 
Investigator Brochure, version/date: 
Pediatric Risk Category: 
Other: 
 

The DUHS IRB has determined the specific components above to be in compliance with all applicable Health 
Insurance Portability and Accountability Act ("HIPAA") regulations.

 

This study expires at 12 AM on the Expiration Date cited above. At that time, all study activity must cease. If you wish 
to continue specific study activities directly related to subject safety, you must immediately contact the Executive 
Director of the DUHS IRB or if urgent, call the IRB's main number 919-668-5111, then follow paging instructions to 
reach the IRB Chair on call. Continuing review submissions (renewals) must be received by the DUHS IRB office 60 
to 45 days prior to the Expiration Date.

No change to the protocol, consent form or other approved document may be implemented without first obtaining IRB 
approval for the change. Any proposed change must be submitted as an amendment. If necessary in a life-
threatening situation, where time does not permit your prior consultation with the IRB, you may act contrary to the 
protocol if the action is in the best interest of the subject. You must notify the IRB of your action within five (5) working 
days of the event.

The Duke University Health System Institutional Review Board for Clinical Investigations (DUHS IRB), is duly 
constituted, fulfilling all requirements for diversity, and has written procedures for initial and continuing review of 
human research protocols. The DUHS IRB complies with all U.S. regulatory requirements related to the protection of 
human research participants. Specifically, the DUHS IRB complies with 45CFR46, 21CFR50, 21CFR56, 21CFR312, 
21CFR812, and 45CFR164.508-514. In addition, the DUHS IRB complies with the Guidelines of the International 
Conference on Harmonization to the extent required by the U. S. Food and Drug Administration.

 DUHS Institutional Review Board
 2424 Erwin Rd | Durham, NC | 919.668.5111
 Federalwide Assurance No: FWA 00009025Suite 405 | 

                                                    


