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Dear Editor, 

 

the COVID-19 pandemic caused by a serious acute respiratory syndrome 

has become a global issue¹,²,³,4. Brazil, just as many other countries, goes through 

an unprecedented crisis on its health system, with catastrophic socioeconomic 

consequences5. Brazil has reached the mark of 14,754,910 cases with 407,639 

deaths caused by the COVID-196 and it is observed a constant rising curve of 

contamination. It   is   known   that   the   virus   has   high transmissibility7 and 

therefore the Brazil is facing a chaotic situation, crowded hospitals, some with more 

than 100% of occupation and a growing waiting line for a chance of an ICU bed8. 
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There is lack of respirators and oxygen cylinders which are highly needed for 

the treatment of COVID-19 patients. The current situation is so aggravated, that the 

doctors are having to choose between “who is going to live or die”, since it is not 

possible to save all the infected patients lives due to the lack of structure and 

hospital resources. The vaccination process is very slow, and it has become a 

logistic challenge to serve the entire population, because of the territorial extension 

of the country. It can be noticed that the delay on implementation the federal 

government's commercial agreements with different vaccine suppliers and the lack 

of government leadership and the political aspects, led to the change of four health 

ministers in the middle of the pandemic, contributed to the current situation in the 

country. 

In addition to the collapse in health systems, Brazil is currently facing political 

and economic problems. In the political sphere, there is a “fight” between the 

different orders of power (federal, state and municipal). Recently, The President of 

the Republic Jair Bolsonaro filed a lawsuit in the Supreme Federal Court against 

measurements which were imposed by the governors of the States of Bahia, Rio 

Grande do Sul and the Distrito Federal, in which it was restricted the opening of 

business in non-essential activities, and also restricting the circulation of people at 

night and early morning. 

The minister of the Supreme Federal Court (STF) Marco Aurélio de Mello has 

denied the request of the President Jair Bolsonaro to take down the decrees which 

impose restrictive measures to avoid the COVID-19 proliferation9. Several 

municipalities in Brazil, adopted the shared management system for the facing of 

the COVID-19, however, it is observed divergences among governors and mayors 

regarding the imposed restrictions, such as the ban on staying in public places 

without access control (beaches and squares), the opening of non-essential 

services and also the ban on holding public or private festive events, among other 

restrictions, as they end up generating an economic impact on cities. 

The economic effects generated by COVID-19 in Brazil are severe. It is 

estimated that the pandemic will cost to the country of approximately 700 billion 

reais, that is, 10% of the Gross Domestic Product10 and this may cause another 

“crisis” to “economy” post-pandemic. 
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The COVID-19 pandemic has caused dramatic changes in people's lives, 

especially those with low incomes. Even with the advances and the reduction of 

income and education inequalities in the last decades in the country, socioeconomic 

disparities are still elevated and become a problem in the face of a pandemic 

scenario, as millions of Brazilians live in highly dense communities, with precarious 

housing conditions and very poor sanitation, increasing the risk of contamination by 

COVID-1911. 

The country faces the worst moment in the health area, as there is no national 

vaccination policy and it is noticed a lack of governance at the federal level, in order 

to face the pandemic. The impression that one has in the country, is that already 

there is an electoral dispute for the presidency and for the governors, scheduled for 

2022, since many actions and resources to face the COVID-19 pandemic are 

already dictated according to political and economic alignment of the current 

management. 

It is necessary to understand that the health care of Brazilian citizens is a 

matter of the State and not of the government, that is, regardless of the political 

party, social class, race, religious creed, everyone has the right to an adequate 

treatment for COVID-19, as this is envisaged in the country's Federal Constitution, 

according to “Art. 196. Health is the right of all and the duty of the State, guaranteed 

through social and economic policies aimed at reducing the risk of disease and other 

grievances and universal and equal access to actions and services for their 

promotion, protection and recovery12”. Lives are worth more than votes. 
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