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Duncan Pritchard's Epistemic Angst 
 

Symposia on Duncan Pritchard's book Epistemic Angst 

 

The aim of this Symposia is to discuss Duncan Pritchard's latest book 
Epistemic Angst: Radical Skepticism and the Goundlessness of Our Believing, 
published by Princeton University Press in 2016. In this book, Pritchard diagnoses 
that the skeptical problem of the external world has two different sources, which 
can be captured by two different paradoxes, the “Closured-based paradox” and the 
“Underdetermination-based paradox”, as he calls them. Then he proposes to 
undercut both paradoxes by showing that they are based on a faulty and 
contentious philosophical understanding of our everyday epistemic concepts. In 
order to accomplish this task, he offers a integrated view which combines elements 
from his disjunctivism about perception and elements from Wittgenstein's hinge 
epistemology. His disjunctivism about perception targets the Underdetermination-
based paradox, disclosing a faulty commitment to a thesis about rational support, 
the “insularity of reasons”, whereas hinge epistemology targets the Closured-based 
paradox, disclosing a faulty commitment to a thesis about the scope of rational 
evaluation, the “universality of rational evaluation”. By freeing ourselves from these 
faulty commitments, his integrated view is meant to offer an undercutting response 
to the skeptical problem of the external world.  
 

On the nature of hinge commitments 

Eros Moreira de Carvalho 

Based on Wittgenstein's hinge epistemology, Duncan Pritchard sustains that 
our rational evaluations of beliefs are essentially local. Our visceral hinge 
commitments, which are not beliefs, structure nevertheless our evaluations of 
beliefs. According to Pritchard, that our rational evaluations are essentially local is 
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compatible with our rationally grounded beliefs being radically in error, in that our 
grounding reasons could be insulated from the external world. Pritchard's 
disjunctivism is meant to undercut that threat. However, if disjunctivism carries with 
itself some hinge commitments, as I will argue that it does, then it's difficult to see 
how we can “live with the idea that all rational evaluation is essentially local” without 
finding ourselves again trapped in radical skepticism. 
 

Two Worries on Pritchard´s Epistemic Angst 

Nicola Claudio Salvatore 

 

In Epistemic Angst, Pritchard offers a compelling anti-skeptical proposal, 
informed by Wittgenstein´s remarks in On Certainty and his version of epistemic 
disjunctivism. In this paper, I point out some unpalatable consequences of this 
strategy. I argue that Pritchard´s notion of epistemic vertigo might lead to another, 
more subtle form of skepticism; furthermore, I argue that following his ´hinge 
commitment´strategy we will be forced to adopt a form of epistemic relativism which 
is no less reassuring than skepticism itself. 
 

Some problems for Pritchard's treatment of closure-based skeptical paradox 

Tiegue Rodrigues 

 

Pritchard presents in his Epistemic Angst a thought-provoking proposal 
against two logical distinctive radical-skepticism paradoxes. He argues that the 
ideal solution to radical skepticism would thus be a biscopic proposal—viz., a two-
pronged, integrated, undercutting treatment of both putative skeptical paradoxes. 
He managed to combine two apparently opposing anti-skeptical theses: A 
Wittgensteinian account of the structure of rational evaluation (based on hinge 


